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APPENDIX, or twelve, sometimes four months, the bond is renewed,
with the addition of interest at two per cent, or more per
month, will not question the propriety of the course
which has been prescribed to the commissioners, or can
possibly doubt the necessity there would be of a similar
scrutiny of the bonds* of the Dosses, preliminary to any
proceedings on the part of the British government to en-
force the payment of them.
" The next circumstance adduced in the draft of the
board is the arrangement which was made with the two
classes of creditors, the European and native, imme-
diately after the proceeding of Mr. Cherry. The draft
says, 'that owing probably to the removal of Mr. Cherry,
no arrangement was made for paying off the debts in-
cluded in his list.' But why should not that arrange-
ment, which was completed in five months after the date
of Mr. Cherry's list, be considered the very arrangement
to which the proceeding of Mr. Cherry was intended to
lead ? By that arrangement, a composition was accepted,
instead of payment in full, by both classes of creditors,
with a single exception in each class, the Dosses being
the exception in the native class. The terms of the com-
position were more favourable to the European than to
the native creditors, and this was the ground of the ex-
ception of the Dosses. They were willing to accept a
composition, but not a less favourable one than was
offered to the European creditors. This practice of com-
pounding with their creditors, common with the native
princes in India, deserves some reflection. On the sup-
position that a great part of the claims against them are
* That these were renewed "bonds is proved by their dates in
1794, 1795, and 1796; for the debts were incurred before Lord
Cornwallis left India. At how much eaxlier a date, with how
many previous renewals, or at what interest, there is nothing to
shew.